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WILSON COMMON POND

ANGLER AND FISH SURVEY INFORMATION
Sam Sedillo - Fisheries Biologist, Reno Office
1100 Valley Rd, Reno, NV (775) 688-1882

General information: Wilson Common Pond was constructed in 1994, and the park is managed by Washoe County Regional
Parks and Open Space. The Nevada Department of Wildlife first started stocking trout in 1995 when it opened to the public. The
pond covers approximately one surface acre, is 15 feet deep, and receives water from Franktown Creek. It is managed as a put-
and-take fishery, that is, fish are stocked and caught quickly by anglers. Crappie were illegally introduced and occasionally one
is caught. The pond is surrounded by a large, well-maintained lawn with lots of room for kids to play. It also has tennis and
volleyball courts and picnic areas. It is a great place for kids to fish with few trees interfering with casting.

Location and Access: Wilson Common Pond is located in Washoe Valley between Carson City and Reno. The park is
approximately 1 mile south of Bower’'s Mansion on old US 395. Turn east on William Brent Drive. Keep your eyes open ... it is
easy to miss.

Management: Wilson Common Pond is managed as put and take fishery for trout by the Nevada Department of Wildlife.
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begin to feed.
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Water levels - Wilson Common Pond will have good water levels throughout the 2025 season due to average snowpack
| in the Sierra’s. |

Rainbow Trout

In 2024 there were 2,653 Rainbow Trout stocked in Wilson Common Pond, in 2025 there will be 2,000 - 4,500 Rainbow Trout
stocked. Rainbow Trout thrive in the cold water in spring and until the water temperature rises in the summer. Rainbow Trout in
the pond average 87-12” and rarely do holdover fish remain in the system due to high water temperatures that occur during
summer. Use small lures or flies such as panther martins, cast masters, balanced leeches and zebra midges, and bait such as
powerbait, nightcrawlers or meal worms for the best success while targeting these fish. Ultralight rods can make catching these
fish extremely fun and this water is stocked frequently making it easily assessable for any angler wanting to catch trout.

Common Carp

Common Carp are present in Wilson Common Pond and are the largest fish you might run into while fishing, these introduced fish
are generally bottom feeders and prey on aquatic invertebrates and small minnows or fish. You can catch carp on both bait and
with fly gear and provide a fun sight fishing opportunity as they cruise the shallows looking for prey. Look for large, golden-brown
shapes along the shoreline when trying to spot one of these fish. Fish bait such as corn year-round or small lures or flies when
the fish are feeding in the shallows.

Sacramento Perch and Crappie
These members of the sunfish family can be easy to catch if they are around and are not as sensitive to high water temperatures
compared to trout. Target them with small lures or nightcrawlers for best success.
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No warranty is made by the Nevada Department of Wildlife
as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these data
for individual use or aggregate use with other data.






